
   At Christmas time we remember in a 
special way asylum seekers living in 
cold conditions far from home.  
For many of them, Christmas is an  
unfamiliar feast since they come from a 
different religious background. But they 
too want to feel included and that they 
belong. It is  time when JRS reaches 
out in a special way to visit those in de-
tention or those living in asylum centres 
and to show our solidarity and our con-
cern. 
 
At a political level in many countries, 
the crackdown on asylum seekers con-
tinues as Governments try to limit the 
flow of irregular migrants. Here in Brus-
sels, progress on harmonising asylum 
legislation has been slow with govern-
ments increasingly fighting to keep the 
provisions of their own national legisla-
tion. This kind of approach will not help.  
 
The only way forward is for European 
countries to really work in solidarity with 
developing countries. If we continue to 

think only of our national interests, the 
issue of migration and asylum will never 
find a proper resolution since the under-
lying causes of poverty, human rights 
abuses, inequality at a world level will 
remain. 
 
At Christmas, Christians recall a differ-
ent vision for our world: a world of peace 
and solidarity, a world of justice, love 
and truth, a world where all have equal 
chances, a world where human dignity is 
respected. By celebrating Christmas we 
remind ourselves to work for this kind of 
world, we remind ourselves that such a 
world is what we are aiming for. 
 
God has become human in order to 
save and transform our world. This is 
indeed a cause for celebration and re-
joicing. 
 
Happy Christmas to all and good wishes 
for 2004. 

John Dardis SJ 
Regional Director                                   

Editorial                                        

Portuguese President attends JRS Christmas event 

On Sunday 21 Dec JRS Portugal  
organised a special Christmas Concert 
with a small play made by children from 
different countries.  
 
The message of the play is that in the 
‘Christmas Country’ everybody is 
happy, no matter the race, the colour, 
the religion or the language. It is a 
country where all children play in 
peace. The Christmas Country (País  
do Natal) if we want can be Portugal.  
 
The event featured on the main  
national TV news and the President 
and First Lady attended. Choirs from 
Timor and from Ukraine took part as 

well as the choir from Portugal led by Fr 
João Caniço SJ.  
Madalena Alberto, a Portugese who 
studies in UK, sang a special solo ‘When 
you believe, miracles can happen’.  
 
Four people who helped JRS Portugal 
during this year received special awards 
at the event: 
- a migrant from Ukraine, Hanna 

Smaha,  was recognised for her help 
in the work with homeless migrants 

 
- Luísa Valle from Gulbenkian Founda 

tion for her help with the programme 
organising recognition of qualifica-
tions of doctors.   

JRS EUROPE 

Inside this issue: 

Editorial 
Regional director 

1 

JRS Portugal 
President’s visit  

1-2 

JRS Italy 
Interreligious dialog 

2 

Michael Hainz 
Interreligious prayer 

2 

JRS Romania 
Work in detention 

3 

JRS Belgium 
Actvities 

3 

Policy  
JRS Europe in Vatican 

4 

On-line newsletter                                           Vol. 3 /  Issue 1, December 2003 

www.jrseurope.org 

 

Merry 
Chr istmas& 
Happy New Year 
2004 
 
JRS Europe team 

JRS Europe Office 
Haachtsesteenweg 8 
1210 Brussels  
Belgium 
Tel:  0032 2 250 32 20 
Fax: 0032 2 250 32 29 
Mail to:  
press.europe@jrs.net 
 
Exec. editor:  
Fr. John Dardis SJ 
Editor: Dusan Bezak SJ 
 
Version without hyperlinks 



- the Moldovan Consul in Portugal, 
George Amado Monteiro, for his  
work with citizens from Moldova.  

- Dr. Manuel Palos from SEF (Foreign 
Affairs Police) for his humanitarian 
approach to his work 

- Felipe Garrido from the Alumni Soci-
ety of St John de Britto College for 

the support of the association for the 
JRS work 

 
On 18 Dec, World migrant day in Portu-
gal, JRS Portugal organised a Mass and 
a dinner for everybody. 

 
Rosario Farmhouse 

JRS Portugal Director 

Children from Burundi                                               photo JRS Malta  

hear and see what©s going on there. By 
doing so, we hope to broaden the stu-
dents© outlook and to make them much 
more welcoming with immigrants and 
refugees. 
 
“We plan to visit as many schools as 
possible (at this time we have some 
3000 books available). Not only in 
Rome but also in the wider area. For the 
moment I am the only one of the JRS 
involved in those visits but I do believe 
in the future some of my colleagues will 
join me!” 

Vittoria Ravano 
Fondazione Centro Astalli 

Interreligious dialogue - new book 

JRS Italy has written a book about the 
main world religions – Buddhism, Christi-
anity, Hebraism, Hinduism and Islam. 
The name of book is “Incontri” (Meetings) 
and it aims to promote interreligious dia-
logue. The book should help to change 
public opinion about these religions. The 
book will be distributed in high schools 
and other steps taken will include: 
- meetings with students to discuss the 
human search for God and the different 
ways to find and worship Him.  
- people of other religions will speak di-
rectly about their own religion.  
- the students will visit a mosque, syna-
gogue or a Buddhist center, in order to 

“The Church 
cannot remain 

indifferent in the 
wake of the 

present plight of 
migrants and 
refugees. She 
wants to share 
their joys and 

grief, there where 
they are, and be 
with them in their 

search for a 
better and safer 

life, worthy of 
being children of 

God.”  
 

The 5th Vatican 
World Congress 
on Migration and 

Refugees 
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Interreligious prayer with deportees in Munich 

In the Munich detention center Fr. Stefan 
Bauberger, a zen teacher, and Br. Mi-
chael Hainz SJ have started sessions of 
interreligious prayer. The idea is to offer a 
place for members of all religions to pray 
in their own way. At the first meeting we 
realized the difficulties! The announce-
ment was not well understood, given the 
fact of some 20 languages - only three  

detainees appeared. And for which re-
ligion or denomination we should pre-
pare if we do not know in advance who 
will come? Also the room is not a very 
inviting one. We used some music, mo-
ments of silence, readings from the Ko-
ran and the Psalms and offered the op-
portunity for the detainees to say their 
prayer in their own languages by light-
ing a candle. By trial and error we have 
to find the best way for this interrelig-
ious prayer. 
Other JRS activities in the detention 
center include personal counselling 
once a week by a Jesuit scholastic, 
Zoltán Rigó. 
There have been some changes at a 
physical level in the centre. The good 
news is that in August a new part of the 
prison especially for deportees was 
completed. They can now move freely 
between open cells for six hours per 
day. Unfortunately other restrictions 
(visits from outside for only one hour 
per month; no possibility to phone) re-
main.  
 

Michael Hainz SJ, JRS Germany 



 
JRS Romania took part in conference on  
social justice and solidarity 
 
 
JRS Romania participated in a course on lobbying (25-
27 November) which was held in Bucharest.  
20 participants took part  – representatives of NGOs 
and humanitarian organizations from Romania.  
 
Topics of the course:  

-     human dignity and social participation 
-     family and the mediation groups 
-     the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity 
-     the common good, and the state, society and 

promotion of the common good. 
 
The goals were to help authorities to cooperate better 
with NGOs, to attract governmental organizations to see 
problems of people in need, how to lobby; target groups 
on different levels. 
 
The course was organized by The Foundation for Peo-
ple Development through Reciprocal Sustaining and 
World Learning. The course was presented in English 
with simultaneous translation. The course was given by 
prof. Vincent Rougeau, associate professor in the Law 
faculty of Notre Dame University of Indiana, USA.  
Prof. Rougeau teaches also a seminar on the Catholic 
social justice tradition 
 
The organizers of this course tried to provide some 
tools on the lobby planning and action related to the  
Romanian situation. 
 
 
Work in detention center Otopeni 
 
 
JRS has signed a one year agreement with the Ministry 
of the Interior, Directorate for Aliens, establishing a JRS 
social and pastoral programme in the Otopeni detention 
centre in Bucarest. The person in charge of the pro-
gramme is Br. Francisc Horjinec, backed up by the JRS 
team. 
 
Activities will include: 

-      visiting detainees 
-      providing social assistance in detention 

center 
-      promoting interreligious dialogue, good 

relations between detainees and staff 
-      helping to create a good multicultural 

environment in the detention center 
 
                            
                                    Reported by Mihai Benchea  
                                                          
                                                          JRS Romania  
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Welcoming the foreigner - seminar 
 
From 3rd to 5th October 2003, JRS Belgium helped 
Belgian CVX (CLC- Christian Life Communities) to 
run a "retreat seminar" on the theme "Welcoming the 
foreigner ... and living with him / her".  
The goal of this session was to help the participants 
to look at their own experience with foreigners and to 
discern which attitude they are called to develop in 
their life.  More than 25 people took part.  
The outcome was very positive so the initiative may 
be repeated. 
 
Lob by campaign 
 
The Forum Asile et Migrations (FAM, www.f-a-m.be).
of which JRS Belgium is a member  is preparing a 
sensitisation and lobby campaign around four priori-
ties: broadening of our protection system, creation of 
humanitarian status of immigration, better legal guar-
antees  in the procedures, end of the detention  
policy.  
 
Deportation Death 
 
The 12th of December 2003 a Belgian tribunal recog-
nized four policemen as being unintentionally respon-
sible for the death of Semira Adamu, a young Nige-
rian woman. She died while she was being forcibly 
deported at Brussels airport on the 22nd of Septem-
ber 1998. On that occasion, JRS-Belgium together 
with 7 other Christian NGOs protested against the 
policy of detention and forcible deportation: "Semira©s 
death is the symbol of the failure of that policy".  
Full statement (in French) on the website of JRS 
Europe. www.jrseurope.org  
 

Reported by Christophe Renders 
Director JRS Belgium 

JRS Belgium 

                                                                   photo JRS Malta  



JRS at the Vatican               
 
The 5th Vatican World Congress on Migration and 
Refugees was held in Rome from 17- 22 November 
2003. More than 300 people from all over the world, 
among them JRS International Director Lluis Magrina 
SJ, participated in this Congress.  
 
The Congress opened with a Eucharistic concelebra-
tion in the Basilica of St. Peter, presided over by 
Card. Stephen Fumio Hamao, President of the Pon-
tifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and 
Itinerant People (PCMIP). Cardinal Hamao then gave 
an overview of the program explaining the choice of 
the theme: ªStarting afresh from Christ. Towards a 
new pastoral care of migrants and refugees.º The 
Church cannot remain indifferent in the wake of the 
present plight of migrants and refugees. She wants to 
share their joys and grief, there where they are, and 
be with them in their search for a better and safer life, 
worthy of being children of God.  

 
To examine today's challenges among migrants and 
refugees, Dr. Gabriela Rodriguez, United Nations 
Rapporteur for the Human Rights of Migrants, dis-
cussed the present situation of international migration 
world-wide. She made the assembly aware of the fact 
that although a wide framework of international laws 
is set up to protect the human rights of migrants, be 
their position ªregularº or ªirregularº, these human 
rights are often not implemented. Prof. Stefano 
Zamagni, President of the International Catholic Mi-
gration Commission (ICMC), spoke on the present 
situation of refugees in the world. He called attention 
to Africa, where one third of the world's refugee 
population lives. It also accounts for 60% of Internally 
Displaced Persons (2.5% of the African population). 
He stated that more finances and time should be de-
voted to this situation to avoid the creation of explo-
sive situations. Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, 
Archbishop of Washington and Member of the 
PCMIP, then pointed out the pastoral challenges that 

the world of migrants and refugees puts before us. 
After reading his text, the Cardinal concluded by say-
ing that an encyclical letter on migration would be 
welcome. 
 
At a round table presentation, a representative from 
each of the five continents illustrated a more detailed 
regional picture of the phenomenon of migrants and 
refugees. Bishop León Tharmaraj, President of the 
Office for Human Development of the Federation of 
Asian Bishops' Conferences spoke for Asia and the 
Pacific. Rev. Anthony McGuire, outgoing Director of 
the Office for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Refu-
gees of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, presented North America, while Bishop Ja-
cyr Francisco Braido, Chairman of the Section on Hu-
man Mobility of the Latin American Episcopal Coun-
cil, discussed the situation in Latin America. Africa 
was discussed by Rev. Abraham Okoko Esseau, S.
J., National Coordinator of the Commission for Mi-
grants and Refugees of the Episcopal Conference of 
the Republic of Congo, whereas the situation in 
Europe was exposed by Msgr. Aldo Giordano, Secre-
tary General of the Council of European Bishops' 
Conferences. 
 
The Christian view was enriched with statements of 
the Fraternal Delegates. The Anglican Communion 
was represented by His Grace Ian George, 
Archbishop of Adelaide, Australia; the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate's Delegate was Metropolitan Emmanuel 
of France of the Office of the Orthodox Church to the 
European Union; and the World Council of Churches 
was represented by Ms. Doris Peschke, General 
Secretary of the Commission on Migrants in Europe. 
Their active participation is a hope for an increasing 
ecumenical collaboration in the sectors of migrants 
and refugees that will contribute to the realization of 
full unity among Christians. 
 
Cardinal-Archbishop Fumio Hamao and Archbishop 
Agostino Marchetto (President and Secretary of the 
Pontifical Council respectively) had asked me to be a 
member of a committee drafting the final document, 
and I was very happy to present a draft that was 
widely accepted by the participants and the compe-
tent Vatican authorities. 
 
The full text of the final document is now available in:   
www.jrseurope.org 
 
It was used by the Irish Bishops in preparing their re-
cent statement concerning the upcoming Irish EU 
presidency. This text, too, is now available in:   
www.jrseurope.org 
 
                                                 Cornelia Bührle rscj  
                JRS Europe Policy and Advocacy Officer 
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