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If you wanted to count
the favours of God,
you would not be able
to. Surely God is
Forgiving, Merciful.

Muslim prayer
Sura 16, verse 18
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Editorial

Integration of migrants and refugees is
a vital issue in many cities and towns.
There are programmes on language
training, job opportunities, help with ac-
commodation. But some topics are not
discussed. They are seen as too sensi-
tive. Topics about religious and cultural
issues. We fear to go into this area.
These are seen to be such sensitive
topics that we hesitate. This is a pity.
Because you can work on jobs, on lan-
guage, on housing, but people will still
remain apart if those deeper issues are
not addressed. We need to promote
that deeper understanding if our cities
and towns are to be real communities.
The recent JRS seminar on Islam was
an attempt to build this deeper under-
standing. Islam today is a key topic
about which you see many seminars
and conferences. There is a sense that
a new understanding is needed, a new
dialogue, that there are missing in-
sights.
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In JRS, we work for refugees, the major-
ity of whom are Muslims. Some of our
co-workers are Muslims. The semi-
nar was a time to go deeper, to under-
stand more about Christian and Muslim
dialogue, to risk discussing controversial
and sensitive topics in order to build last-
ing friendships. Because JRS is not just
about service. It is about friendship,
equality, real understanding. Our service
springs from these qualities.
| want to thank all those who took part in
the seminar and especially Dan Madigan
of the Gregorian University for organis-
ing it, along with Tom Michel SJ and
Jean-Marie Gaudeul, Missionary of Af-
rica. | also want to thank the French Jes-
uit Province and Renovabis for help with
funding. We can build on this in the
years ahead and play our part in promot-
ing dialogue and understanding in the
new Europe.
John Dardis SJ
Regional Director

Islam Seminar & Annual General Meeting of JRS Europe

Summary of Islam Seminar 3-5 Oct.
Lecturers & Themes

Tom Michel SJ:

10 things everyone should know about
Muslims; a basic introduction to
Spirituality; resources for praying to-
gether with Muslims. The different
styles of Muslim religiosity.

Thomas Michel is the Secretary for
Interreligious Dialogue in Jesuit Curia,
Rome.

Contact: dialogue@sjcuria.org

Jean-Marie Gaudeul, La Société des
Missionnaires d’'Afrique — White Fa-
thers

Key moments in the history of Christi-
anity and Islam. ‘Are we slaves of our
history or makers of it?’

Issues in the integration of Muslim mi-
grants/refugees. What are the prob-
lems?

The "White Fathers” have been present
in Muslim environment since their foun-
dation, helping to develop friendly rela-
tions between Christians and Muslims.
Contact: jm.gaudeul@le-sri.com

Dan Madigan SJ:

Religion and Politics. Is separation of
Church and State a concept in Islam?
How Muslims sometimes use religious
imagery for political ends. What under-
lies this? Is there validity to it? Funda-
mentalisms.

Author is founding director of the Depart-
ment for the Study of Religions at the
Gregorian University in Rome.

Contact: dmadigan@mira.net ...page 2




“...many
Christians and
Muslimsare
refusing to accept
that history's sad
record of conflict
between the two
communitiesis
what God
desires.”

Tom Michel SJ

from
“Christian-Muslim
Relations:

Are We Missng
The Real Sory?’

Summary of AGM, 5-8 October 2003.

Other workshop s and presentations

A significant theme of this year's AGM
was the three year planning process
which is taking place within JRS
worldwide. The AGM Workshops guided
participants in this process.

Input on 3 vyear planning process
across JRS was made by Lluis Magrina,
JRS International Director.

Workshop on p lanning - JRS UK
experiences with the planning and its
benefits, presented by Louise Zanr .
Workshop o f funding - in the frame of
the JRS international initiative to pre-
pare a three years planning programme,
a funding section of this planning was
presented as a deeply need. According
to this, JRS offices were request to es-
tablish the projects they will have for the
next three years and analyse if they have
enough funding to implement them;
presented by Carola Jimenez-Asenjo.

Muslim immigrants in Italy

In Italy Muslim immigrants seek the sup-
port of religious and ethnic communities.
Because mosques require only minimal
organization, stability and space, they are
not difficult to establish and often become
focal points for such community-building
efforts. Many mosques in Italy have
been set up in garages, abandoned build-
ings, and even in the basements of Catho-
lic churches. By providing a space in
which to meet friends, share experiences,
establish contacts, exchange information,
and renew their religious commitment,

Islam Seminar, October 2003, Aix-en-Provence

- Pedro Arrupe Award project for
schools - C. Jimenez-Asenjo;

- project Integration of Migrants and
Refugees - C. Jimenez-Asenjo;

- Asylum and Migration issues in EU
Cornelia Buehrle rscj,JRS Europe
Policy Officer;

- New personnel norms in JRS — by J.
Dardis, CDs available - Isabelle de
Sazilly

- Asylum Policy in France —
presented by Michel Gu ry SJ;

- New Detention Paper in JRS Europe
by A. M. Gallagher. JRS position paper
on detention will be available on the JRS
Europe website from January 2004.

more info: www .jrseurope.org

mosques often become both the cata-
lyst and the foundation of new Muslim
communities in Italy, and across
Europe. Despite this tendency to form
communities around mosques, the
near impossibility of finding a secure
job and decent housing had made it
difficult to create stable and enduring
communities. Many immigrants move
from city to city working as street ven-
dors or following the agricultural har-
vests, while only a small percentage
have found stable jobs in factories and
hotels. Housing is also a major obsta-
cle to family reunification and stabiliza-
tion. In spite of efforts by local govern-
ments and Catholic relief organizations
to provide immigrants with hostels,
many live in miserable and over-
crowded apartments. In one reported
case, 120 Senegalese immigrants
shared a ten-room house in Turin, and
in another case, several thousand im-
migrants slept inside an abandoned
building in Rome.

Numerous private and Catholic volun-
teer organizations have partially com-
pensated for the state©s absence by
providing free meals, temporary hous-
ing, Italian language lessons, and other
valuable services for newcomers.

Donatella Parisi, JRS Italy




Increasing involvement of Spanish CLC in
migration

The first meeting of Christian Life Communities in Spain
on the migration issue was held on 3-5/10 in Madrid.
The meeting was organized by the National Migration
Team (see contacts). Twenty-two participants from nine
local communities took part in this. The meeting fo-
cused on possible CLC work in the field of migration.
One of the main goals was to stimulate local CLC com-
munities to work on this issue and set up the coordina-
tion of a national network. This meeting followed an ef-
fort of all European CLC communities to work in favor of
marginalized people while identifying forced migration
as one of the most topical problems of today.
Contacts:
Elisa Garcia, Malaga
Amparo Galvez, Alicante
Belen Santamaria, Salamanca
centrointercul@caritasalamanca.com

elisage85@hotmail.com
ujedas@eresmas.com

JRS UK

17 Oct. L. Zanre - series of workshops at Sacred Heart
School in Hammersmith for Year 11

14 Nov. L. Zanre with the Lay Ministry Students at
Campion College

01 Dec. L.Zanre giving a talk to a parish in Croydon
at 8 p.m.

08 Dec. JRS running a Christmas stall at the Pax Christi
Advent Service, St. Aloysius, Phoenix Road,
Euston, London,

more information:  www.jrsuk.com

JRS Slovenia

14 Oct. Student’s arena * exhibition and presentation of
students organizations and projects, with the participa-
tion of JRS - the goal was to attract new volunteers to
JRS work.
19 Oct. visit to 2 parishes in llirska Bistrica, the city with
the centre of Bosnian refugees. Presentation of the pro-
ject “Good Neighbors®, with the aim to enable the inte-
gration of Bosnian refugees into the Slovenian society.
Searching for accommodation for refugees as a part of
the project.
22-23 Oct. course for volunteers and beginning of their
work in JRS. To start PC-course for refugees JRS Slo-
venia is looking for 5 new PCs.

www.rkc.si/jrs

JRS Portugal

14 Nov. JRS will celebrate its anniversary with all
volunteers in Rodizio.

18 Dec. Christmas party and inter-religious meeting

20 Dec. Benefic concert.

Centre for Justice and Reconciliation.

At the request of JRS International and JRS Europe,

Jan Stuyt, S.J., JRS Netherlands, attended an expert
meeting on the foundation of a Centre for Justice and
Reconciliation.

Justice and Peace Netherlands aims for the estab-
lishment of a Centre for Justice and Reconciliation in
The Hague in view of the start of the new Interna-
tional Criminal Court. The Centre should open within
two years, and will serve as a service point for part-
ner NGOs involved in human rights and reconciliation
work. The International Criminal Court will hopefully
contribute to ending impunity, establishing the truth
and restoring justice. The new centre, led by a faith
based NGO, could have its own role regarding resto-
ration of justice and bringing about reconciliation.

An expert meeting to prepare the new centre was
held in September at The Hague, The Netherlands.
The expert meeting saw participants from four conti-
nents representing a.o.: the World Council of
Churches, Cordaid, Justice et Paix Bukavu Congo,
Amnesty International and JRS. Dr Yael Danieli from
New York had an important contribution on the care
for victims. Staff from the International Criminal
Court informed the meeting about the witness protec-
tion program of the Court itself and the provisions for
assistance to victims.

Justitia et Pax Netherlands cooperates on this issue
with the International NGO Coalition for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, and hopes to implement the
plans for funding and the actual establishment of the
new Centre for Justice and Reconciliation in the
course of the year 2004.

Jan Stuyt SJ
September 30, 2003

Annual General Meeting, October 2003, Aix-en-Provence



Policy

Maintaining and developing the European Union
as an Area of Freedom, Security and Justice?

The concept of the European Union (EU) as an “Area
of Freedom, Security and Justice® is enshrined in the
Treaty of Amsterdam (http://europa.eu.int/abc/obj/
amst/en/), which came into force on 1 May 1999. It
states that the EU must be maintained and devel-
oped as an “Area of Freedom, Security and Justice®,
as an area “in which the free movement of persons is
assured®, in conjunction with “appropriate measures
with respect to external border controls, asylum, im-
migration and the prevention and combating of
crime®.

In October 1999, the European Council (Heads of
State or Government of the EU Member States) met
in Tampere (Finland) to draw operational conclusions
from the Treaty of Amsterdam. The Council agreed to
develop a set of commonly agreed basic rules and
principles establishing a common European asylum
system against the background of a (http://www.
europarl.eu.int/summits/tam_en.htm).

The “Spirit of Tampere® was broadly welcomed by
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOSs), which ad-
vocate rights of asylum seekers and other refugees.

There was great hope that the European Commission

would succeed to put an end to unjust, only restrictive
and repressive policies towards refugees in many of
the EU Member States, and instead develop a com-
mon EU asylum and immigration policy, which would
fully respect fundamental Human Rights, especially
those of the European Convention on Human Rights
(http://Iwww.hri.org/docs/ECHR50.html) and the
Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refu-
gees (http://www.unhchr.ch/hntml/menu3/b/
o_c_ref.htm).

And now? The EU is still seriously discussing
“Regional Protection Areas® in regions of origin and
“Protection Zones® respectively “Transit Processing
Centers® in third countries in the context of “Towards
more accessible, equitable and managed asylum
systems® (http://europa.eu.int/prelex/
detail_dossier_real.cfm?CL=en&Dosld=183210).

What does this mean? Refugees shall be protected
by the EU, but not in the EU. Good bye, Spirit of
Tampere...?

... more detention centres in Russia

“Anatolii Batrukin, head of the Moscow Interior Minis-
try©s directorate for migrant issues, told city legislators
on 13 October that six detention centers capable of
housing up to 500 foreign citizens are being set up in
the city to hold illegal immigrants until they can be
deported...” Media reports 14/10/2003

JRS Europe Operational Dictionary
“DETENTION”

“ ‘Detention’ shall mean confinement of an asylum
seeker by a Member State within a particular place,
where the applicant is deprived of his or her freedom
of movement® [Article 2 (k), EU Council Directive
2003/9/EC of 27 January 2003 laying down minimum
standards for the reception of asylum seekers].

“ ‘Detention’ means the confinement of an applicant
for asylum by a Member State within a restricted
area, where his freedom of movement is substantially
curtailed® [Article 2 (j), Amended Proposal of the EU
Commission of 3 July 2002 for a Council Directive on
minimum standards on procedures in Member States
for granting and withdrawing refugee status COM
(2002) 326 final/2].
Cornelia Biihrle rscj
JRS Europe Policy and Advocacy Officer

Since September 2003 Cornelia Biihrle rscj has
been working as Advocacy and Policy Officer with
JRS-Europe. She is a Religious of the Sacred Heart
(Sacré-Coeur) and a jurist. Inter alia, she was previ-
ously working as Law Professor at the Public Univer-
sity in N'Djamena/Chad, and, before joining JRS-
Europe, she served for 10 years the Cardinal-
Archbishop of Berlin, Georg Sterzinsky, as his per-
sonal Commissioner for Migration Affairs. Cornelia
Bihrle rscj is German.




