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The Dublin

Barricade

Sayeed Mujadadi, 20, ed his wartorn hometown of Herat, Afghanistan after armed
groups had kidnapped him and his cousin. He came to Europe via Greece, where he
sought asylum, only to realise the nightmare which he thought he had escaped from,
had followed him to Europe in the form of the Dublin Regulation

A refugee ponders his future in Budapest

In Greece, the authorities failed

to proceed with Sayeedis asylum

claim. After spending three months

in limbo he went to Hungary, but

for reasons that are unclear, was

deported to Serbiain October 2009.
Feeling unsafe in

Serbia, he returned to

Hungary and lodged

a new asylum ap-

plication in order

not to be deported.

Instead of consider-

ing it the Hungar-

ian authorities took

only his Ingerprints

and sent him to a

detention centre. He escaped two

weeks later and made his way

to Belgium to be with his uncle.
In December 2009 Sayeed

reached Belgium and submit-

ted a new asylum application.

Since his I'ngerprints were already

in the system, the Hungarian au-

thorities fi acting on Belgiumis re-

quest fi accepted responsibility for

his case under the Dublin Regula-

tion. Sayeed was thus transferred

back to Hungary on 29 April 2010.

Due to the hostility he had expe-

rienced there before, Sayeed felt

his last resort was to escape. He
paid A8.000 for traf-
Ickers to bring him
to Ukraine. He chose
this country because
his Belgian lawyer
had told him that if
he stayed outside the

EU for more than three months, he

would have a chance to continue his

asylum procedure in Belgium. In

Ukraine he remained in the hands

of the trafickers for about four

months. He returned to Belgium

in November 2010

and !led another

request for asylum.

Despite having

evidence of his long

stay in Ukraine, in-

cluding documents

from a hospital, the

Belgian authorities

proceeded to transfer

Sayeed back to Hungary, who again

accepted responsibility. In February

2011 he was sent to a detention cen-

tre near Brussels National Airport,

to await his transfer to Hungary.

When JRS Belgium visited

him in the centre, he desper-
ately said: iSince lim in Europe,
lim detained all the time. In Af-
ghanistan | was never detained.
Now they want to send me back
to Hungary where | will be de-
tained again for many months.T
Two attempts to return him to
Hungary failed, one because a
court ordered a temporary suspen-
sion. Yet despite all the

efforts of his lawyer and

JRS Belgium, Sayeed

was eventually removed

to Hungary in April

2011, where he was im-
mediately arrested and

detained. The last that was heard
from Sayeed was that he aban-
doned his asylum claim because
he was overwhelmingly desperate.
He is still detained and doesnit
know what will happen to him. In
sheer despair he sent this email to
JRS: 11 just cancelled my asylum
here because the situation is so
critical. No respect, nothing. | did
not come here to be treated like
an animal. 1 am sorry but | hate
this country. It gives me pain. Itis
about seven months that | am in
jail. I am going to lose my mind.
Please do something if you can, |
am really getting mad. Iill not be
deported back to Afghanistan but
the situation is so bad here. | donit
know why it is like this. They
call themselves Europeans but
donit respect any human rights.T
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Glving a voice
to the “ambassa-
dors of justice”

Hakimi Marina, an Afghan refugee living in Ukraine

In 2009 we in-
vited three refu-
gees to speak at an
event we organ-
ised at the Euro-
pean Parliament.

Refugees are at
the heart of every-
thing we do, espe-
ciallythatwaythat
we do advocacy.
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JRS News In Brief

HOW TO HELP.....
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